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iii. Nolince. Small inconspicuous moths, usually resting
on the bark of trees during the day. The larvae, which feed
principally on the foliage of trees, have the first pair of sucker
feet absent.
The Arctiids are not of very great economic importance,
but occasionally some members of the Arctiince do considerable
damage to low-growing crops, owing to their omnivorous
habits and their rapid rate of increase. For an example we
may mention Spilosoma lubricipeda, the Buff Ermine, which
frequently becomes a serious pest of beet foliage in Europe.
AGARISTID^.
Hind-wing with vein 8 anastomosing with cell at base, then
remote ; vein Ic absent; fore-wing with vein 5 nearer 4
than 6 ; frenulum present; antennae dilated towards the
tip ; pupa without cocoon.
Agaristids are, as a rule, brightly coloured, day-flying moths
of moderate size. One species of the genus JEgocera produces
when flying a clicking sound, by means of a special structure
on the fore-wing which rubs against spines on the front legs.
The family is a small one, of about 250 species, none of which
occur in Britain. It is widely distributed, with the exception
of Europe.
The larvae have few long hairs, and lateral tufts of short
hair: they pupate on or just under the surface of the soil,
without a cocoon. The family is of no economic importance.
An account by Janet and Wytsman will be found in Genera
Insectorum, Fasc. 16 (1903).
NOCTTJID^B.
Owlet-moths.
Hind-wing with rein 8 anastomosing with the cell at the
base, then diverging ; vein Ic absent; fore-wing with vein 5
from nearer 4 than 6 ; frenulum present; antennae not
dilated, of moderate length, and usually simple.
The majority of the Noctuids are of moderate size, but both
very large and small moths are included in the family. The